THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

retreating without resistance and the centres of
organisation are broken before the advance of the
enemy. The enemy has reached from the North as
far as Mora de Toledo and from the South to near the
mines of Almaden."

In the Levante and Andalusian armies the troops were
also leaving the front in great numbers.

In view of the situation, I ordered that the Commander
of the Extremadura Army should take up his position at
General Headquarters in Ciudad Real, try to gather his
forces together to make a new front, but give no order to
resist, the idea being to wait for the moment in which the
enemy would announce his attack.

During the night I kept up direct communication with
the various commanders. I gathered that Murcia and
Ciudad Real were in the hands of the Nationalists. I
called the Military Commandant of Murcia and the new
commander who was under Franco's orders came to the
telephone. He told me that the Republican Military
Commandant was well, and that he had given orders that
there should be no difficulties made for all who wished to
leave for the coast, that there was perfect order and that he
guaranteed on the part of the Nationalists that they would
commit no acts of violence.

Afterwards I called Ciudad Real, asked for General
Escobar in command of the Extremadura Army, and the
Nationalist Military Commandant told me that the
General was being perfectly well looked after, that no acts
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